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Abstract: Archives are an integral part of university libraries, serving as custodians of historical,
academic, and cultural records. This paper explores the role of archives within the context of
Uganda Christian University (UCU), highlighting their significance in supporting research,
preserving institutional memory, and contributing to the university's educational mission. Through
a case study approach, the study examines the archival services provided by UCU’s library, the
challenges faced, and the opportunities for improving archival practices to meet the evolving needs
of students, faculty, and the broader community. Findings suggest that archives not only preserve
historical documents but also foster academic inquiry, assist in the development of critical

thinking, and enhance the university’s contribution to knowledge creation and dissemination.
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1. Introduction

University libraries play an essential role in preserving and disseminating knowledge. Beyond
their role in supporting current learning and research, they are also repositories of historical records
that contribute to the development of institutional memory. Archives within these libraries hold
valuable materials such as manuscripts, theses, dissertations, administrative documents,
audiovisual materials, and more, all of which are vital for academic work, community engagement,

and future research.

This paper examines the role of archives within Uganda Christian University (UCU), a private
Christian institution in Uganda, to highlight their relevance, challenges, and opportunities for
development. Archives are often overlooked in discussions surrounding university libraries, but

they are indispensable for a deeper understanding of the academic and cultural heritage of an



institution. Through this study, we aim to shed light on how UCU’s archival services contribute to
its academic ecosystem and address the challenges and future needs of archival practices in higher

education institutions in Uganda.

2. Literature Review

The importance of archives in university libraries has been the subject of numerous studies
worldwide. According to the International Council on Archives (ICA), archives serve as an
invaluable resource for academic inquiry, policy development, and cultural preservation. In
university settings, archives support research by providing primary sources and contextualizing
the present by preserving the past. Furthermore, archives are essential in safeguarding the
academic integrity of the university by maintaining records of research, student work, and

institutional decisions.

In Uganda, however, the significance of archives in university libraries is often underappreciated.
Most university libraries focus primarily on current research materials such as books, journals, and
electronic resources, with archives relegated to secondary importance. However, emerging trends
in archival science emphasize the evolving nature of archives, including the shift towards digital

archiving, and the need for institutional archives to align with contemporary educational goals.

This literature review focuses on the evolving role of archives within university libraries,
challenges faced in the African context, and the growing importance of archival practices for

preserving the historical and cultural heritage of institutions like UCU.

3. Methodology

This study employs a case study approach, focusing on Uganda Christian University’s library and
its archival services. Data was gathered through interviews with key library personnel, including
archivists, library directors, and faculty members, to assess the current state of archival

management. A review of archival records and institutional documents was also conducted to



understand the depth and breadth of materials housed within UCU’s archives. Additionally,
questionnaires were distributed to students and staff to gauge awareness, usage, and perceptions

of the archival collections.

The research aims to uncover the specific challenges and opportunities that UCU faces in
managing its archives and to provide recommendations for enhancing archival services within

university libraries.

4. Findings and Discussion
4.1 The Role of Archives in UCU

At Uganda Christian University, the archives play a critical role in preserving the history of the
institution, including records related to its founding, significant academic achievements, and
community impact. The archives house valuable documents such as student records, university
publications, research papers, and theological manuscripts, reflecting UCU's rich academic and

religious heritage.

Archives are also used by students and faculty for research purposes. For example, history and
theology students frequently utilize archival resources for their research projects, benefiting from
primary source materials that are not available elsewhere. Furthermore, the archives serve as a
reference point for faculty members conducting longitudinal studies on UCU’s academic growth

and community outreach.
4.2 Challenges in Archival Management

Despite the essential role archives play at UCU, several challenges hinder their effective

management. These challenges include:

o Lack of adequate funding: Archives require resources for proper storage, preservation,

and digitization. Limited financial resources restrict UCU’s ability to implement advanced



archival practices, including the preservation of fragile materials and the adoption of
modern digital archiving methods.

o Inadequate awareness: Both students and faculty members exhibit limited awareness of
the university’s archival resources. Many individuals are unaware of the potential research
opportunities within the archives or how to access these materials.

o Limited staff training: Archival staff at UCU often lack formal training in modern
archival practices, which affects the efficiency and effectiveness of archival management.
There is a need for professional development to ensure that archivists are up-to-date with
best practices in the field.

« Physical space constraints: UCU’s archival collections are stored in limited space, which

compromises both preservation efforts and accessibility for users.

4.3 Opportunities for Improvement

Despite these challenges, there are several opportunities to improve archival services at UCU:

« Digitization initiatives: The University could invest in the digitization of key archival
materials, making them accessible online for researchers globally. This would enhance the
visibility and utility of UCU’s archives, attracting more researchers and increasing
engagement with the materials.

e Awareness campaigns: Implementing awareness campaigns to educate students, faculty,
and the community about the value of archival collections could foster greater use of the
archives and encourage researchers to incorporate archival materials into their work.

o Partnerships with professional archival organizations: UCU could collaborate with
national and international archival organizations to receive guidance, resources, and
training for improving its archival management and preservation strategies.

e Infrastructure development: Investing in proper archival storage and creating a dedicated
space for archival collections would improve the accessibility and longevity of materials.
Additionally, the development of an online catalog would make searching and accessing

materials more efficient.




5. Conclusion

Archives are an invaluable asset to university libraries, preserving an institution's intellectual,
cultural, and historical legacy. Uganda Christian University’s archives play a vital role in
supporting research, safeguarding institutional memory, and contributing to the university’s
broader educational goals. However, challenges such as limited funding, inadequate staff training,
and lack of awareness hinder the potential of these archives.

By addressing these challenges and embracing opportunities for digitization, awareness, and
infrastructure development, UCU can strengthen its archival services and ensure that its archives
continue to serve as a valuable resource for generations to come. The role of archives in university
libraries, as illustrated by the case of Uganda Christian University, is central to the growth and

sustainability of academic institutions in the modern era.
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