
LIBSENSE - An African Framework for 
Sustainable Open Science
Omo Oaiya, Chief Strategy Officer, WACREN

COAR Annual Meeting - 19/05/2022



2

LIBSENSE 

Pan-African Library - NREN collaborations around Open Science at the Institutional, 
National and Regional Levels:

Goals:

• Support cultural change

• Provide technical support

• Build capacity

• Develop value-added services

(Library Support for Embedded NREN Services and E-infrastructure)
 



Partners and Networks



LIBSENSE – Strategy & Organisation

Overall Strategy:

• Building communities of practice
• Strengthening local and national services
• Bottom-up, distributed, heterogeneous
• Inclusive - 

• 3 Working languages, Arabic, English and French
• Indigenous and traditional knowledge

Three Pillars:

• Policy: open science policies, governance and 
leadership

• Infrastructure: open access journals, 
repositories for publications and data and open 
discovery services

• Capacity-building: communities of practice and 
training POLICY INFRA-

STRUCTURE
CAPACITY-
BUILDING



Strategic pillars and example activities/collaborations at the Continental Level

POLICY - Roll-out of Open Science roadmaps 

across the continent, ensuring African 

priorities are maintained

INFRASTRUCTURE - Open Science services 

and platforms 

CAPACITY-BUILDING - Strengthening African 

expertise and know-how in Open Science 

across Africa

Key Activities/Collaborations:
● UNESCO Open Science 

Partnerships -  Open Science 
Africa: Principles and Actions for 
Global Participation

● Continental Shared Agricultural 
Data and Publications Platform 
with RUFORUM (regional, 
multi-institutional level)

● Pan-African Identity and Access 
Management Federation 
(eduID.africa) for secure access 
(continental level)

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://spaces.wacren.net/display/LIBSENSE/Open%2BScience%2BAfrica%253A%2BPrinciples%2Band%2BActions%2Bfor%2BGlobal%2BParticipation&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1629900502062000&usg=AFQjCNEkxqeaFJhZK-uheW4nbNAOfO1HUg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://spaces.wacren.net/display/LIBSENSE/Open%2BScience%2BAfrica%253A%2BPrinciples%2Band%2BActions%2Bfor%2BGlobal%2BParticipation&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1629900502062000&usg=AFQjCNEkxqeaFJhZK-uheW4nbNAOfO1HUg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://spaces.wacren.net/display/LIBSENSE/Open%2BScience%2BAfrica%253A%2BPrinciples%2Band%2BActions%2Bfor%2BGlobal%2BParticipation&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1629900502062000&usg=AFQjCNEkxqeaFJhZK-uheW4nbNAOfO1HUg


Strategic pillars and activities/collaborations at the Regional Level

POLICY - Aligning Open Science policy at 

the regional level leveraging regional HE 

associations

INFRASTRUCTURE - RRENs aggregating 

knowledge on what works best and 

disseminating best practices, monitoring 

uptake of services and capacities at the 

regional level

CAPACITY-BUILDING - regional workshops, 

knowledge building and sharing

Key Activities/Collaborations:
● Capacity-building 

workshops – skills profiles 
webinars, open access 
publishing, research data 
repositories and repository 
interoperability, persistent 
identifiers

● Early Career Researcher 
training

● Harvester for discovery of 
Arabic content. 



Strategic pillars and example activities/collaborations at the National Level

POLICY - Open Science policy development at the 

national level aligned across Africa and globally and 

supported by community efforts at the institutional 

level

INFRASTRUCTURE - Supporting digital services and 

connectivity at the institutional level

CAPACITY-BUILDING - training and skills 

development rolled out across the country

Key Activities/Collaborations:
National Open Science 
Roadmaps - Côte d’Ivoire, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Somalia, 
Tanzania and Uganda

National shared open access 
repository and publishing 
platforms - Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Nigeria and 
Uganda



Strategic pillars and example activities/collaborations at the National Level

POLICY - Open Science policy development and 

implementation at the institutional level

INFRASTRUCTURE - supporting infrastructure 

developed for the institutional context

CAPACITY-BUILDING - training and skills 

development for digital services specific to the 

institutional context.

Key Activities/Collaborations:
● Institutional OS Policy 

Development 
Workshops

● Early Career Open 
Science Researcher 
Programme

● OS Leadership 
Programme





Shared REN Services

Eko-Konnect
Nigeria

 

UVCI, Côte d'Ivoire

Kubernetes

UVBF, Burkina 
Faso

PostgreSQL

DB DB DB
Systems will be shared as much as 
possible to optimize resource utilization.



Shared REN Service Infrastructure

Eko-Konnect
Nigeria
National OAR

UVCI, 
Côte d'Ivoire
National OAR

NREN

WACREN Kubernetes

IdP Monitoring Backup

UVBF
Burkina Faso
National OAR



Research Assessment Reform
● Raise awareness about what responsible research assessment is and why it is 

important

● Identify what research outputs are currently valued or should be valued in the 
African context

● Provide ideas and stimulate dialogue about establishing an African initiative 
to:
○ Coordinate knowledge exchange about regional research assessment practices
○ Identify what “responsible research assessment” looks like in the African context
○ Provide a common organizational entity across Africa that will help to maintain 

momentum for reform to research assessment practices



Regional Policy Development Workshops



Contact:

E-mail: libsense@ren.africa

Social: @LIBSENSE

Website: https://libsense.ren.africa

https://libsense.ren.africa

